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15 mean ingfu l years  





In 2016, Sense International Romania 
turned 15 years old.  

These were 15 years full of results as well 
as challenges, taking into account that back 
then, a long time ago, there wasn’t even a 
word for deafblindness (surdocecitate). 

It all started with the education programme: 
we identified children with deafblindness, 
trained teachers, equipped schools, 
developed curricula and, in partnership with 
the Education Ministry, made sure that 
these children benefit from high quality 
education in Romanian schools. 

In parallel, in 2006, we managed to have 
deafblindness recognised as a distinct 
disability in Law 448 promoting the rights of 
people with disabilities. 

Later on, in 2007, the early intervention 
programme started for the benefit of babies 
born with hearing and/or visual 
impairments, because we strongly believe 
that it is essential to intervene as early as 
possible, giving children a real chance of 
recuperation. 

In 2012 we moved on to the vocational 
programme for young people with 
deafblindness. Similarly, we equipped 
workshops, trained teachers, and 

youngsters with deafblindness now learn a 
trade which is sought on the labour market. 

Recently, in 2016, we have developed the 
platform  a key www.sensabilitate.ro,
resource in the field of deafblindness, a 
website accessible to people with sensory 
impairments. 

All of the things described above were 
possible due to the efforts and commitment 
of an extraordinary person, one that has 
placed deafblindness on the map of 
Romania - Cristiana Salomie. As director of 
the organisation since the very beginning 
up until 2017, she has been permanently 
fighting for a better life for people with 
deafblindness in Romania. 

We, the entire Sense International Romania 
team, dedicate this report to Cristiana 
Salomie, as a paramount recognition of her 
efforts and we thank her for all these years, 
on behalf of children and adults with 
deafblindness, parents and families, 
teachers and doctors in Romania.

THANK YOU,  

CRISTIANA SALOMIE!
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15 meaningful years 



Vision
A world where

all children and adults with deafblindness
can become 

active members of the society.

We work in partnership with 
deafblind people, their families, 
carers and specialists, to ensure

 they all have access to 
counselling, opportunities and support.

Mission
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Hearing the word deafblindness makes 
people think about someone who cannot 
hear or see at all. Indeed such cases exist, 
but they are rare.

Most people with deafblindness have a 
combination of visual and hearing 
impairments, with different degrees of 
manifestation.

Deafblindness is a multisensory impairment, 
most times associated with other types of 
deficiencies.

Deafblindness causes major difficulties in 
communication, access to information, 
orientation and mobility.

Deafblindness...
visual and hearing impairments combined

Sense International Romania...
key resource in the field of deafblindness

Sense International Romania is a 
Romanian organisation established in 
2001 with the aim to improve the life of 
people with deafblindness and 
multisensory impairments in our country.

Through national level programmes which 
promote early intervention for babies born 
with sensory impairments, the education of 
children with deafblindness/MSI and 
provision of vocational and pre-
professional services, SIR successfully 

manages to change for the better the lives 
of hundreds of people with this type of 
disability.

Our areas of interest as an organisation 
are represented by four major strategic 
directions: 

ź promoting the rights of people with 
deafblindness 

ź health 

ź education 

ź social inclusion.
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Early intervention

Before starting the Early Intervention programme, Adela did not care about playing with toys and she 
wasn't interested in sounds, lights or vibrations. After many sessions of multisensory stimulation which 

coincided with the implant, she became very interested in playing and exploring the toys.

Daniela Simion, mother, Early Intervention Support Centre Iași
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Essential for the development of children with
multisensory impairments / deafblindness

In 2016 we continued the early intervention 
programme in Bucharest, Oradea, 
Timișoara and Iași. 

Within the Early Intervention Support 
Centres in these towns, children identified 
with sensory impairments in partner 
maternities benefit from specialised 
therapies, multisensory stimulation, visual 
and hearing training, speech therapy and 
physiotherapy. 

Multidisciplinary teams consisting of 
psychologists, special education teachers, 
physiotherapists and social workers work 
with the children based on an 
individualised intervention plan, and the 
parent is the key person in the team. 

Considerable efforts were put into 
embedding early intervention in the 
national education, as a methodology that 
would allow the establishment of such 
centres to be established in other parts of 
Romania. 

We hope that in 2017 all the efforts pay off 
and a law will be approved allowing for the 
application of Law no. 3071 /18.01.2013 
regarding the Ante-preschool Early 
Intervention Curriculum for Deafblind / 
Multisensory Impaired Children, which 
creates the necessary legal framework 
allowing the development of early 
intervention services for sensory impaired 
new-born babies.

Hearing screening of

 

 103.581
babies, of whom

11.393
in 2016

Visual testing of

 

17.049
children, of whom

1.946
in 2016

Children in centres

 

 234
of whom

136
in 2016
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Early intervention for children with multisensory impairments in 
Romania – a unique and innovative approach initiated by the civil society

In September 2016, Sense International Romania successfully finalised the project Early 
Intervention for children with multisensory impairments in Romania - a unique and innovative 
approch initiated by the civil society, a project co-funded by a grant from Switzerland through 
the Swiss Contribution to the enlarged European Union, between August 1st 2013 - 
September 30th 2016.
The total value of the project was 306.750 CHF, of which 214.725 CHF represented co-
funding from Switzerland through the Swiss Contribution to the enlarged European Union.

International Conference on Early Intervention for Children 
with Deafblindness or Multisensory Impairments

March 18 - 20 - Bucharest 
The event approached various themes around 
the development of children with multisensory 
impairments, such as:
ź Early diagnosis of visual impairments;
ź C.H.A.R.G.E. Syndrome – causes, 

identification and impact on infants;
ź  Diagnosing hearing impairments at birth;
ź The role of early intervention for newborn 

babies;
ź The implications of multisensory 

impairments.

The event was attended by His Excellency Jean Hubert Lebet – Ambassador of the Swiss 
Confederation to Romania, representatives of national authorities, numerous Romanian and 
foreign experts in the field, parents and partners of Sense International Romania. 
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Regional seminars

În 2016, we organised 4 regional seminars 
with the aim to discuss with local national 
and partners the relevance and efficiency of 
early intervention for children with 
multisensory impairments / deafblindness. 
Topics also included the importance of 
continuing the programme and creating the 
legal framework for early intervention, legal 
changes that would allow early intervention 
to be embedded in the national system of 
education.  

The meetings took place in May (Timișoara - 
16 attendants and Iași - 23 attendants) and in 
June (Oradea - 21 attendants and Bucharest 
- 25 attendants).  The 85 participants were 
parents of children with multisensory 
impairments, specialists in education, early 
intervention workers, representatives of local 
and national authorities, local councils, 
general departments for social work and child 
protection, as well as medical staff from our 
partner hospitals.

Meeting with universities

The beginning of the school year, 
September 15, was also important for SIR, 
as we organised a meeting which brought 
together representatives of accademia - 
Babeș-Bolyai University from Cluj Napoca, 
University of Bucharest, Alexandru Ioan 
Cuza Unversity in Iași and Oradea 
University - with their special education 
departments, a representative of the 
Ministry of Education as well as partners 
from the four early intervention support 
centres in Iași, Bucharest, Oradea and 
Timișoara. 
 

The aim of the meeting was to develop a 
document, agreed and signed by all those 
present, to support legal initiatives in 
process of being approved with regards to 
early intervention for children with 
multisensory impairments 0-3 years old, as 
well as to develop a common viewpoint in 
accademia with regards to including early 
intervention in the university curricula.   
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� �Parents are a voice and in fact, they must be the voice!

”Parents are a voice and in fact, they must be the 
voice!” – this was one of the strongest messages 
at the end of the International Conference on 
Early Intervention for Children with Multisensory 
Impairments / Deafblindness organised in March, 
where we were happy to have parents beside us. 

The message resonated with all of us and this is 
how the idea of organising a meeting dedicated to 
parents from the four Early Intervention Support 
Centres was born (from Bucharest, Iași, Oradea 
and Timișoara).

The meeting was structured as an informal 
training, where parents shared good 
practices, talked about the real needs in 
terms of therapy and care of their children 
and started to make a plan in order to 
formally support Early Intervention 
dedicated to children between 0 and 3 
years old. 

Each city was represented by parents with 
a strong voice, parents who believe in a 
better world for their children and 
especially in a public system which 
supports them in their vital activities – Early 
Intervention. 
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Vocational services
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A chance for an independent life for
young people with deafblindness

Young people with deafblindness and 
multisensory impairments from Arad, 
Bucharest, Buzău, Focșani, Galați, Iași and 
Timișoara continued to benefit from 
vocational services, learning a trade.  

In 2016, the eighth vocational centre was 
established in Craiova, while the one in 
Timișoara was extended with one more 
workshop, given the large number of 
students. 

A new group of teachers were trained in the 
field of deafblindness by a team of trainers 
consisting of Lect. Univ. PhD Cristian Buică-
Belciu from Bucharest University, Psychology 
and Education Sciences Faculty, Special 
Education Department and psychologist 
Gabriela Jianu, national trainer in 
deafblindness and coordinator of the Early 
Intervention Support Centre in Timișoara. 

173 

youngsters with 
deafblindness

63 
teachers
trained

8 

vocational
centres
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“We wish for Sensabilitate.ro to become a constant source of relevant and updated 
information in the field of deafblindness for people who are deafblind, their families and all 
those providing services to them.” 

Amalia Fodor, Director Orange Foundation
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Your resource in the field of deafblindness!

Sensabilitate.ro is Sense International 
Romania newest project, started in 2016 
and funded by Orange Foundation. 

The aim of this project is to improve 
communication and access to information 
for all people with deafblindness and their 
families in Romania, increasing the 
awareness about their specific needs 
among specialists in health, education and 
social services, state institutions, 
companies, other NGOs and mass media.

We developed  - an www.sensabilitate.ro
online, accessible, interactive and dynamic 
platform as a tool of communication/source 
of relevant, up-to-date information in the 
field of deafblindness. The platform 
contains information about deafblindess 
(text and video), a map of existing services, 
specialists profiles and contact information, 
an online library, a magazine, a blog and 
online courses in the field of deafblindness.

Through this platform, we want to organise 
a national level campaign meant to change 
the perception of the general public about 
disability in general and sensory 
impairments in particular. Also, the 
campaign will inform the general public 
about deafblindness and the specific needs 
of this extremely vulnerable group.

You can download specialist articles, books 
in the field of deafblindness and training 
courses, by simply creating an account on 
the website. 

On the platform you will find the PAPER 
ON THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH 
DEAFBLINDNESS and you can join our 
efforts to promote their rights by adhering 
to it - sensabilitate.ro/despre/carta/

Please visit

www.sensabilitate.ro!

 

Acasă Despre Surdocecitatea Harta Biblioteca Cursuri Blog Contact
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June - Helen Keller Month
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Understanding deafblindness!

The month of June is 
internationally dedicated to 
a person who is 
representative in the world 
of deafblindness - Helen 
Keller. Despite totally 
lacking both hearing and 
vision, she became a writer, 
fighting for human rights, a 
true source of inspiration for 
all.  

Over 330 children, 
youngsters, parents and 
teachers from Arad, 
Bucharest, Buzău, Focșani, 
Galați, Iași, Oradea and 
Timișoara marked this 
celebration with the most 
diverse activities, all to 
increase awareness about 
deafblindness.
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THANK YOU!

We have had you by our side in 2016, you - extraordinary people, smaller or bigger 
companies, true friends.  
You are more than sponsors for us, you are long term partners!   

In April, we spent our weekends in 
Decathlon shops in Bucharest, where we 
turned a camping tent into a sensory one, 
inviting people in to experiement 
deafblindness for a few moments. With 
both eyes and ears covered, those who 
wished to enter this game experienced 
various objects and materials, relying on 
their other senses: tactile, smell and 
taste.

We had great volunteers, who guided 
those who entered the tent through the 
sensory materials provided by Kreativity, 
whom we thank for being there for us!  

With the Sensory Tent... 

2% Campaign... 

We wish to thank all those who submitted the 
2% form to support our cause, improving the 
education and development  of children and 
young people with deafblindness.

2% deafblindness for people with  in Romania 

close your eyes, cover your ears
open your soul!



Algernon 
Agma Tiuca
Avant Com
AirBp Sales

BASF
Crescendo International

Ciato Galvano Tehnic
Comfruct, Davo
Dinamic SRL

Digital Telecomms
Direct Marketing

Decathlon
Dynamic Ventures Brașov

Fundația Autonom
Inter Cosmetics

Imram
Hostvision
Kreativity

Lapsi Prod
Prologue

Regency Company
Ro Design SRL

Reda Forest SRL
So human advice

W-Systems Devteam

The message for directing 20% of the profit income tax addressed to companies and firms 
focused on therapies for babies included in the Early Intervention programme in Bucharest, 
Iași, Timișoara and Oradea. We succeeded in making true partners who understood the 
importance of necessity of these therapies for children with deafblindness and this is our way 
of saying thank you!

Thank you, those who joined our cause in 2016:

Touch their hearts 

with a good deed!

Direct 20% of your profit income tax 
to children with deafblindness!

aniversăm 15 ani

20% Campaign... 

17



Swimathon 2016-Swimming with Sense!
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Three teams with fairytale names, formed by big-hearted people who swim for pleasure or 
nd

even for high performance, attended Swimathon on July 2  2016, offering 150 minutes of 
their time to a noble cause, the cause of children with deafblindness.  

To us, Swimathon meant 3 teams, 15 people swimming for our cause, dousins of pool 
lengths, many supporters, one single cause - children with deafblindness! 

They made waves at Swimathon and found the most creative ways of raising funds for the 55 
children enrolled in the early intervention project in Bucharest. 

MyDailyBag Team

Sense The Wonder Little Land Team

Fantastic 5 Team

Iulia Tocari 
Iris Tocari 
Alberto Antonie
Cosmin Ana
Cristian Andrei Mircea Stănescu 

Anca Știrbacu 
Corina Nicolae
Mihaela Zaharia
Cristiana Dorobanțu
Gabriel Grigorie

Iuliana Simion
Alexandru Simion
Mădălina Sandu
Adina Rotariu
Muntean Ciprian

TH
A
NK

 Y
O
U
 A

LL
!
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FINANCIAL REPORT
INCOME (in LEI) 2016

Swiss-Romanian Cooperation Program 241.143

Medicor Foundation 205.418

Orange Foundation România 181.037

Sense International UK 106.000

Individual donors 97.000

Companies, events 109.257

Beatrice Laing Foundation 62.000

TOTAL 1.001.855

EXPENDITURE (in LEI) 2016

Programmes 535.993

Human resources 383.579

Administrative expenses 88.730

TOTAL 1.008.302

Income 2016 1.001.855

Expenditure 2016 1.008.302

Deficit -6.447

Balance on 31.12.2015 227.328

BALANCE ON 31.12.206 220.881

11%

24%

18%

20%

6%

10%

11%

53%
38%

9%
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We wish to achieve as many projects as 
possible for people with deafblindness in 
Romania and to have a larger impact 
nationwide, but in order to do so, we need 
your support!

We wish to support as many children as 
possible, to help as many youngsters as 
possible and to prove together their 
potential, to offer them a better future. 

GET INVOLVED!

YOU YOUR COMPANY

Redirect 20% from your profit tax through 
the Fiscal Code regulation, without any 
costs for your company. 
The sponsorship is directly deductible from 
your annual tax.

Redirect 2% from your income tax!

Contribute to a better life for children and 
youngsters with deafblindness, according 
to ANAF Romania procedures.

ACTIVE WITH SENSE! DONATE ONLINE!

We are open to any kind of involvement 
and we wish to have you besides us on 
our journey for the benefit of people with 
deafblindness.

Become our volunteer ...
Run/swim for our cause... 
Donate your birthday... 

Your donation could mean more than you 
can imagine for all children and 
youngsters with deafblindness included in 
our programs!
now it is easier than ever.

Access  and go to www.surdocecitate.ro
DONATE!

Sponsorships and donations:

LEI ACCOUNT: RO 21 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0004, opened with BCR Sector 6, Bucharest
EURO ACCOUNT: RO 48 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0003, opened with BCR Sector 6, 
Bucharest

http://www.surdocecitate.ro


THE TEAM

CRISTIANA SALOMIE
Director (2001-2017)

ETELKA CZONDI
Director (2017 - to date)
eczondi@senseint.org.ro 

RAMONA ANTONIE
Programmes coordinator - psychologist
rantonie@senseint.org.ro

GEORGE SALOMIE
Finance coordinator
gsal@senseint.org.ro

ANDREEA TOIA
Fundraising and communication coordinator
andreea.toia@senseint.org.ro

DANIELA BUTUC
Accountant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: ADINA CIULEI

Members:
Vasile Adamescu
Dumitru Cioiu
Madhavi Vadera
James Thornberry

CONTACT

Sense International Romania
Timișoara Boulevard no. 27, bl. D, sc. 

B, etaj 5, ap. 23, Sector 6
Bucharest

021.413.90.40
contact@surdocecitate.ro 

www.surdocecitate.ro
facebook/SenseInternationalRomania
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Acasă Despre Surdocecitatea Harta Biblioteca Cursuri Blog Forum Contact

      Sensabilitate.ro 
your resource in the field 
of deafblindness!


