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Imagine your life without being able 
to perceive light or sounds. This is 
the life of people with deafblindness, 
a life beyond senses.

I am inviting you to read about the 
activities of Sense International 
Romania in 2017, a year full of 
challenges as well as succeses, if I 
were to summarise this year in just a 
few lines.

The Sense International Romania 
team, in a much reduced size, 
managed to brilliantly deal with the 
organisation projects. Together with 
Mr. Vasile Adamescu and his 
interpreter, Viorel Micu, we traveled 
thousands of kilometers to make 
deafblindness and the issues people 
with deafblindness have to deal with, 
better known. We have done this 
using the Sensory Tent, a tent in 
which people willing to experiment 
for a few minutes what it feels like to 
neither see nor hear, would enter and 
attempt to perceive the surrounding 
environment using the remaining 
senses.

I want to thank all those who 
supported us in this initiative, 
especially Orange Foundation, which 
made this activity possible by 
funding our project Sensabilitate. 

You can read in the following pages 
about our activities with and for 
children and young people with 
deafblindness - from early 
intervention for babies born with 
sensory impairments to vocational 
services for young people, from the 
initiative of the very first website in 
Romania accessible to people with 
sensory impairments to meetings of 
specialists in the field.

There is yet much to do and we are 
committed to continue, with the 
same enthusiasm, to make sure that 
the rights of people with 
deafblindness in Romania are 
respected.

Respectfully,

BEYOND SENSES

Etelka Czondi, Director
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DEAFBLINDNESS

Deafblindness is a severe 
multisensory impairment which 
implies both visual and hearing 
deficiencies.

A person who does not see well relies 
a lot on hearing, while a person with 
hearing impairments relies on vision.

When both senses are affected, the 
problems the person has to deal with 
are even more severe, having great 
difficulties in communication, access 
to information, orientation and 
mobility

Deafblindness can be congenital or 
acquired, and the difficulties are 
complex in both situations.

In the case of congenital 
deafblindness, visual problems can 
be obvious at birth, while hearing 
impairments can be noticed later on 
in the life of the child.

Acquired, or accidental 
deafblindness, occurs after birth, as a 
result of various diseases or trauma, 
as well as a result of aging.

ź 9000 people with deafblindness in Romania, of whom 3000 are children 
(according to international estimates)

ź Over 70 organic factors (diseases, syndromes) cause deafblindness, plus external 
factors (accidents, traumas)
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SENSE INTERNATIONAL ROMANIA

Sense International Romania - SIR - was established in 2001. It is a Romanian non-
governmental organisation, part of the wider Sense family, alongside organisations 
in Great Britain, India, Peru, Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya.

SIR is the only organisation in Romania actively promoting the rights of people 
with deafblindness. Through national level programmes which promote early 
intervention for babies born with sensory impairments, the education of children 
with deafblindness/multisensory impairments and provision of vocational and pre-
profesionalisation services, SIR successfully manages to bring about positive 
change in the life of hundreds of people with this type of disability.

Our field of interest as an organisation is represented by four major strategic 
directions: promoting the rights of people with deafblindness, health, education 
and social inclusion.

MISSION VISION

We work in partnership with people 
with deafblindness, their families, 
carers and specialists, to make sure 
that they all have access to 
counseling, opportunities and 
support.

A world in which all children and 
adults with deafblindness can become 
active members of the society.
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CHILDREN WITH SENSORY IMPAIRMENTS 
NEED EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES

Between 2007-2017, Sense International Romania developed the early intervention 
programme, which is addressed to newborn babies and small children with sensory 
impairments in Bucharest, Oradea, Timisoara and Iasi.

The aim of the programme is to ensure newborn babies and small children with 
visual and/or hearing impairments the chance to an early diagnosis, rehabilitation 
and intervention, with the support of multidisciplinary teams consisting of doctors, 
special education teachers, psychologists, as well as parents.

Services provided within the Early Intervention Support Centres include: 
multisensory stimulation, functional visual training, perceptive-hearing education, 
speech therapy, physiotherapy, information, counseling and support for parents.

ź 234 children in Early Intervention Support Centres

ź 103.581 babies screened for hearing impairments

ź 17.049 children tested for visual impairments

ź 468 parents and other family members informed and counseled

ź 25 specialists in education, health and social services involved in the project
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YOUNG PEOPLE WITH DEAFBLINDNESS NEED
THE CHANCE TO INDEPENDENT LIVING

In 2012, SIR laid the basis of a new project, this time addressing young people with 
deafblindness. The children with whom the organisation started its activity in 2001 
were no longer children, and parents and teachers were showing their concern 
regarding the future of the young people after graduating school, that is their real 
chances for accessing jobs.

Since then, SIR has equipped 8 vocational centres in special schools throughout 
Romania, workshops where over 200 young people learn a marketable trade.

Thus, there are 6 digital mini-typographies, 1 laboratory for molding marzipan and 
1 greenhouse. Over 60 teachers were trained in the field of deafblindness.

ź 8 vocational workshops established in special schools in Romania (6 
typographies, 1 greenhouse and 1 marzipan laboratory)

ź 224 young people with deafblindness are learning a marketable trade

ź 63 vocational teachers trained in the field of deafblindness

ź 3 of the partner schools teach digital typography as an formally authorised 
course (A.R.A.C.I.P.)
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JUNE – HELEN KELLER MONTH

thEverywhere in the world, June 27  is 
dedicated to Helen Keller - a 
representative of the world of 
deafblindness who, despite having 
lost both her vision and hearing, 
became a writer, a promoter of 
human rights and a true inspiration 
for all.

Sense International Romania marked 
this day by launching an awareness 
campaign about deafblindness, 
together with Calin Goia.

Calin agreed to get involved in this 
campaign and to experiment 
deafblindness for a few hours, all 
taking the shape of a game, 
Sensabilitate, which involved lacking 
both vision and hearing in daily life.

For this celebration, over 300 children 
and young people, alongside 
approximately 200 parents and 
teachers from 8 towns in Romania 
celebrated the life of Helen Keller 
through diverse activities: trips, arts 
and crafts workshops, sporting 
events, cooking events, hidrotherapy 
flashmobs and many others.

ź “Imagine living like this your whole life, not just a few hours like in my game. 
Imagine an ordinary day – making a cup of coffee, walking in the park, 
communicating. I have tried this for a few hours and I felt totally lost. I entered a 
world that was overwhelming. Even more so, the strength of people with 
deafblindness is to be admired.” Călin Goia

ź 311 children and young people, alongside 227 parents and teachers in 8 towns, 
involved in activities during the Helen Keller Month.
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SENSABILITATE

The project Sensabilitate was 
awarded funding from Orange 
Foundation, as part of the 
programme The world through color 
and sound, 2016 edition.

This website is the meeting ground 
for people with deafblindness in 
Romania, their parents and families, 
specialists working in the field, 
teachers, special education teachers, 
psychologists, educators, social 
workers, doctors, medical nurses, 
physiotherapists, etc.

Here, you can find all the information 
and materials that Sense 
International Romania has developed 
or translated over the 16 years of 
activity.

We invite you to access 
www.sensabilitate.ro, create a profile 
account so that you can freely access 
all the resources - books, courses, 
specialist materials, magazines.

ź Online library with specialist books and materials in the field of deafblindness

ź Initiation and specialisation courses in the field of deafblindness

ź Video materials on methods of communication used by people with 
deafblindness

ź The magazine Sensabilitate

ź The map of specialists in the field
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Home About Deafblindness Map Library Courses Blog Forum Contact

      Sensabilitate.ro 
your resource in 
deafblindness!
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CARAVAN

As part of the project Sensabilitate, in 
2017, Sense International Romania 
went on the Sensabilitate caravan 
journey. 

Thus, Mr. Vasile Adamescu, his 
interpreter Viorel Micu alongside 
Sense International Romania team 
went to Craiova, Arad, Timisoara, 
Sibiu, Oradea, Zalau, Cluj Napoca, 
Buzau, Focsani, Galati, Iasi and 
Bucharest distributing information 
materials about deafblindness.

Inside the Sensory Tent, with the eyes 
and ears covered, with the help of 
various sensory materials and 
equipment, textures, aroma and 
tastes, people felt and understood 
what it means to not hear or see.

In October, we organised an 
awareness event in the Palace of 
Parliament, together with Vasile 
Adamescu and Adina Ciulei, 
members on the Board of Directors 
of Sense International Romania.

ź 12 towns visited with the Sensory Tent

ź 3.500 kilometers traveled where over 1200 people experimented and 
understood deafblindness
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THE CHART OF RIGHTS
FOR PEOPLE WITH DEAFBLINDNESS

Children with deafblindness and multisensory impairments have the right to early 
diagnosis and early intervention services, so that their chances of social integration 
and recuperation are increased.

Children with deafblindness and multisensory impairments have the right to high 
quality education, adapted to their individual communication and learning needs.

Young people with deafblindness and multisensory impairments have the right to 
vocational and pre-proffesionalisation services allowing them access to the labour 
market for an independent life.

People with deafblindness and multisensory impairments have the right to adapted 
sign language interpreters, allowing them access to information and improved 
communication.

Parents and families of people with deafblindness and multisensory impairments have 
the right to support, information and counseling.

ź 1244 signatures raised to support the Chart of Rights for People with 
Deafblindness

ź 5 letters sent to national authorities aiming at promoting the rights of people 
with deafblindness in Romania.
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THE DEAFBLINDNESS NETWORK

ÎIn November 2017 we organised a meeting of teachers and specialists working with 
children with deafblindness, an opportunity to learn the main issues they deal with. 
The second half of the meeting was facilitated by Diana Ionescu, member on the Board 
of Directors, focusing on discussions about what the priorities should be for Sense 
International Romania in the immediate future.
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FINANCIAL REPORT

INCOME EXPENDITURE

INCOME SOURCE

Companies..............................................104.523,35

Individuals...............................................137.088,58

Events..........................................................24.683,07

Orange Foundation.............................104.574,77

Telus Foundation.....................................30.024,00

Sense International UK..........................77.020,07

Swiss-Romanian Programme................1.170,15

Exchange rate difference......................10.213,07  

TOTAL INCOME....................................489.297,06 

EXPENDITURE TYPE

Human resources................................................274.678,00

Administrative expenditure................................41.086,87

Early intervention...................................................32.511,64

Vocational services ............................................146.302,38

Sensabilitate.ro ......................................................71.525,61

Deafblindness network........................................58.520,95

Fundraising...............................................................16.255,82

TOTAL EXPENDITURE.........................................640.881,28

SUMMARY

BALANCE ON 31 DECEMBER 2016 .......................................................................................................................643.066,00

INCOME 2017 ................................................................................................................................................................489.297,06

EXPENDITURE 2017 .....................................................................................................................................................640.881,28

DEFICIT ............................................................................................................................................................................-151.584,22

BALANCE ON 31 DECEMBER 2017 ..........................................................................................................................491.481,78
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DONORS AND SPONSORS

For the second year on a roll, SIR attended Swimathon, a fundraising sporting event 
organised by Bucharest Community Foundation.  

We are grateful to the 3 wonderful teams who swam and raised funds: 

TEAM FANTASTIC 5 - Cristian Andrei Mircea Stănescu, Iris Tocari, Iulia Tocari, Petre 
Ion Burloiu and Andrei Nicoară

TEAM ALLIANZ - Flavia Tioc, Andreea Pioara, Ioana Crisu, Adrian Deaconescu and 
Cătălin Florescu

TEAM RAIFFEISEN - Romina Roșu, Bogdana Diaconu, Mihai Lazăr, Iulia Cojocaru, 
Anca Militaru and Neculai David.

AGRIMAT MARCA S.A.
AIR BP SALES ROMANIA S.R.L.
ALLIANZ TECHNOLOGY SE 
ALGERNON IMPEX S.R.L.
AREON IMPLEX S.R.L.
ARIES MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY
AVANT COM S.R.L.
BASF COATINGS SERVICES S.R.L.
BULROM PETROLEUM S.R.L.
CIKA S.R.L.
COMFRUCT S.A.
CRESCENDO INTERNATIONAL S.R.L.
DINAMIC S.R.L.
HAUSER S.R.L.
LAPSI PROD S.R.L.
LOGITRADE S.R.L.
MAX EDILITAR S.R.L.

PEERAJ BRANDS INTERNATIONAL
REGENCY COMPANY S.R.L.
RO-DESIGN S.R.L.
S&G COMERCIAL S.R.L.
S.C. HADITON 2002 S.R.L.
SAHA COMIMPEX S.R.L.
TEMA ENERGY S.R.L.
W-SYSTEMS DEVTEAM S.R.L.
SENSE INTERNATIONAL UK
FUNDAȚIA ORANGE ROMÂNIA
FUNDAȚIA MEDICOR
FUNDAȚIA TELUS INTERNATIONAL
FUNDAȚIA COMUNITARĂ BUCUREȘTI
NELUMBO FOUNDATION
PROGRAMUL DE COOPERARE ELVEȚIANO-
ROMÂN
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GET INVOLVED WITH SENSE!

We hope to be able to take the dream of children and young people with 
deafblindness forward and build, together with you, new projects for them. We can 
start with some of the ideas below, although we are convinced that beautiful ideas 
come from working together. Here is how you can support:

Our identification data:

Beneficiary: Sense International Romania

Address: Aleea Romancierilor no. 2, block Z16, apt. 2, sector 6, Bucharest

Fiscal code: 13833304

Account RON - RO21 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0004

Account EURO - RO48 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0003

Accounts are opened with BCR Sector 6 Bucharest

You, personally

Run for us

Swim for us

Redirect 2% of your income tax

Donate your birthday

Donate online

You, company

Redirect 20% of the profit tax 

Tell your team to join us as volunteers

Donations, products, services

Invite us to your events, so we can tell 
our story

Tell your friends about us
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Sense International Romania
Bucharest, Romania
0040 21 413 9040

contact@surdocecitate.ro 

www.surdocecitate.ro www.sensabilitate.ro


