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Welcome!
For Sense International Romania, 2015 has been an 
important year, the year when our first and most 
challenging project has come to an end. I am talking 
about the project around the education of children 
with deafblindness.

We have had a clear objective from the very 
beginning, namely for the Romanian legislation to 
recognize deafblindness as a distinct disability and 
to ensure children with deafblindness the right to be 
educated in classes with maximum 4 children, taught 
by teachers specialized in working with children who 
use various systems of communication.

If during early 2000 children with deafblindness were seen as uneducable, SIR team members had the 
necessary commitment and motivation to demonstrate that these children can indeed be educated, can 
truly benefit from specific rehabilitation services, in classes equipped with multisensory stimulation 
materials and equipment.

Their teachers and therapists attended courses in the field of deafblindness and use their gift and 
didactic skills with professionalism to bring out everything that children with deafblindness are able to do.
  
These incontestable achievements give us hope that, both the early intervention and the vocational 
programme, so important for the future of the child or the young person with deafblindness, will become 
a priority for the state institutions, which will create the legal framework needed for their implementation.

On behalf of the organisation I represent, I wish to thank all our partners for their seriousness and 
professionalism in supporting our projects.

With lots of expectations,
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About deafblindness

A person with deafblindness has both visual and hearing problems.
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According to international estimates, there are 9000 people with 
deafblindness in Romania. 3000 of them are children.
*0.04% of the population

It is a severe, multisensory deficiency, most time associated with 
other types of deficiencies, leading to problems in:

About us

Our mission is to work in partnership with deafblind people, their families, 
carers and specialists, to ensure they all have access to counseling, 
opportunities and support.

Our vision is a world in which all deafblind children and adults can 
become active members of the society.
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Root  = newborn babies 
with sensory impairments 
benefit from early 
intervention, crucial for 
their future development.

Soil = 
promoting the rights of people 
with deafblindness changing 
legislation, all these feed 
SIR projects. 

Fruits = young people 
with deafblindness 

learn a trade that will 
ensure an 

independent life for 
them, through our 
vocational project.

Leaves = 
parents, specialists, teachers, 
educators, doctors, 
social workers – 
all with a common goal: 
a better life for 
children with 
deafblindness.

Water = donors, 
sponsors and funders 
helping the tree grow.

Stem = pupils with deafblindness receive 
quality education services, adapted to their 
needs, from specialists in deafblindness 
trained by SIR.

Sense International Romania Approach
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Education of children with deafblindness

For Sense International Romania, 
2015 has been the year when our 
longest project has come to an end, 
the one around the education of 
children with deafblindness. 

The time has come to finalise this project, as we 
have managed to fulfil its main objective – to include 
the education of children with deafblindness in the 
Romanian education system.



5

The results of this programme after 17 years

The education of children with deafblindness is 
included in the national legislation in the field, 
and children with deafblindness are entitled to learn 
in classes of maximum 4 children, supported by
teachers trained in this field.

Over 500 children with deafblindness have 
benefited of an adequate education over these 
years, within special schools in Romania.

Children with deafblindness and multisensory 
impairments learn based on a Curriculum 
addressed to them, developed at our initiative by 
Romanian specialists in the field.

15 special schools in Romania have been 
equipped with sensory stimulation materials and 
equipment.

Training courses in the field of deafblindness for 
over 200 teachers, special education teachers, 
psychologists, physiotherapists, educators and 
social workers have been organised.

A team of 10 national trainers in the field of 
deafblindness has been created.

At the end of the academic year, in June 2015, 
there were 49 classes for children with 
deafblindness, functional in 15 special schools 
in 11 towns in Romania.
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Early intervention

The early intervention programmes has continued in 2015, newborn babies and small 
children with sensory impairments in Bucharest, Oradea, Timisoara and Iasi benefiting from 
multisensory stimulation services, functional visual training, hearing-perceptive education, 
speech therapy and physiotherapy. 
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Project co-financed by Switzerland through the Swiss Contribution to 
the enlarged European Union.

The results of this programme in 2015

We have facilitated the hearing screening for 
15.975 newborn babies in Bucharest, Oradea, 
Timisoara and Iasi.

We have facilitated the visual testing of 2.260 
children in the four towns.

105 children with sensory impairments have 
benefited from early intervention services.

130 children, parents, teachers, doctors and 
other specialists celebrated the International 
Helen Keller Week in Bucharest, Oradea, 
Timisoara and Iasi.

In Sibiu we have organised the meeting 
called “Total Communication, Essential 
Objective in the Education of Children with 
Multiple Sensory Impairments / Deafblindness”, 
using this opportunity to begin the development of 
the methodology for early intervention services in 
Romania, an essential document for legalising 
these services.

In June, we launched the Report of Early Intervention 
for Newborn Babies with Multisensory 
Impairments – 2007-2014, Best Practice Model. 
This can be downloaded from www.surdocecitate.ro/en
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Vocational services

The network of vocational centres 
developed since 2012 with the 
financial support of Orange 
Foundation and Medicor 
Foundation now includes 7 centres 
in Arad, Bucharest, Buzau, 
Focsani, Galati, Iasi and Timisoara.

2015 was the year when we opened two new 
vocational centres, two typographies – one in Buzau, 
at the Special Technological Highschool for Children 
with Hearing Impairments and one in Focsani, at the 
School Centre for Inclusive Education “Elena Doamna”.
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The results of this programme in 2015
103 young people with deafblindness and 
multisensory impairments learn a trade in the 
vocational centres established by Sense 
International Romania.

Two new typographies were equipped within the 
Special Technological Highschool for Children with
Hearing Impairments in Buzau and the School 
Centre for Inclusive Education “Elena Doamna” 
in Focsani.

A network of seven vocational centres is now 
functional in Arad, Bucharest, Buzau, Focsani, 
Galati, Iasi and Timisoara.

The typographies in Bucharest (Secondary Special 
School for Children with Hearing Impairments) and 
Timisoara (Special Technological Highschool 
Gheorghe Atanasiu) are authorised to provide 
digital and off-set typography courses.

12 teachers from Buzau and Focsani have been 
trained in the field of deafblindness, reaching a 
total of 44 teachers trained since 2012.

60 young people with deafblindness attended 
orientation and mobility courses.

143 young people, parents and teachers celebrated
the International Helen Keller Week.



10

The 16th Deafblind International World Conference

Sense International Romania hosted the extremely special conference which brought to Bucharest, 
JW Marriott Grand Hotel, almost 400 participants from 50 countries, in May 25-30 2015.

The days were filled with emotions, enthusiasm and positive energy, where people with 
deafblindness from around the world, their accompanying persons and interpreters, specialists 
in education and communication shared unique experiences, learned from each other and 
made new friendships.

It is difficult to summarise the special atmosphere of the five days in a short text: 4 plenary 
sessions, 98 workshops and 27 poster sessions, a relaxing and joyful gala dinner, special and 
committed young volunteers, dozens of communication methods and styles specific for people 
with deafblindness… 
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Romanian participation to the conference

Lect. Univ. PhD Cristian Buică - Community 
engagement and political awareness in young 
people who are deafblind 

PhD Roxana Cziker - Qualitative evaluation of 
services provided in Cluj-Napoca to sensorial 
impaired multiple disabled persons. 
Participatory action participatory research.

Gabriela Jianu, Dr. Florina Stoica, Miruna 
Pletea - Early multisensory stimulation in 
children with multiple sensory impairments

Mara Potop, Coca Marlena Vasiliu,  dr. 
Sebastian Cozma - Interdisciplinarity - a key 
factor in the successful development of the 
early intervention program in Iasi

Eva Oprea, Stela Todea - Compatible and not 
compatible intervention methods for children 
with multisensory impairment / cerebral palsy

Ioana Șerban – Creating situations of 
communication

Cristiana Salomie receiving the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for special contributions 
to services for people with deafblindness in 
Romania, handed by Gill Morbey, President 
of DbI and Sense

Vasile Adamescu, member of the Sense 
International Romania Board of Directors, 
special guest at the conference, with 
Viorel Micu, interpreter

Conf. Univ. PhD. Andrea Hathazi, member on 
the Scientific Committee of the Conference
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Avant Com

Ciato Galvano Tehnic

Context Mark

DMG Communication Direct

GMB Computers

Hostvision

Hotel Logistic

Interimex

Odu Romania

RCC-Intermex

Regency Company

Financial report
INCOME 2015

Swiss-Romanian Cooperation programme 262.998 lei

Sense International UK 173.000 lei

Orange Foundation 168.453 lei

Medicor Foundation 160.370 lei

Beatrice Laing Foundation 50.000 lei

Other sponsorships 32.500 lei

TOTAL 847.321 lei

EXPENDITURE 2015

Programmes 500.562 lei

Human resouces 350.483 lei

Administrative costs 85.418 lei

TOTAL 936.463 lei

Our sponsors

RECAPITULATION

Income 2015 847.321 lei

Expenditure 2015 936.463 lei

Deficit - 89.142 lei

Balance at 31.12.2014 316.470 lei

Balance at 31.12.2015 227.328 lei
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Partners 

International

Sense International UK
Sense UK
Deafblind International 
European Deafblind Network 

National

Ministry of Education and Scientific Research
Ministry of Labor, Family, Social Protection and 
Elderly 
Babes – Bolyai University, Special Education 
Department
Bucharest University, Special Education Department
RENINCO

Schools

Kindergarten for Children with Hearing Impairments 
no. 65 Bucharest
Special School for Children with Visual Impairments 
Bucharest
Special School for Children with Hearing 
Impairments no. 2 “Sf. Maria” Bucharest
School Centre for Inclusive Education “Constantin 
Pufan” Timişoara
“Iris” High School Timişoara
Special Technological High School Gheorghe 
Atanasiu Timișoara
Special High School Sfânta Maria Arad
School Centre for Inclusive Education Arad
High School for Children with Visual Impairments 
Cluj Napoca
High School for Children with Hearing Impairments 
Cluj Napoca
High School for Children with Hearing Impairments 
Buzău
Special Kindergarten Fălticeni

“Moldova” High School for Children with Visual 
Impairments Târgu Frumos
School Centre for Inclusive Education no.2 Sibiu
School Centre for Inclusive Education ”Cristal” 
Oradea
Special High School “Vasile Pavelcu” Iaşi
Special School “Paul Popescu Neveanu” Galaţi
Special School “Sf. Vasile” Craiova 
School Centre for Inclusive Education Elena 
Doamna Focsani

Hospitals

"Sf. Pantelimon" Hospital Bucharest
"Dr. Ioan Cantacuzino" Hospital Bucharest
OradeaHospital
Băile Felix Recuperation Clinic
"Dr. Dumitru Popescu" Hospital Timişoara 
"Dr Burloiu" Medical Clinic, Bucharest
Timișoara Psychiatry and Neurology Clinic for 
Children and Teenagers
ENT, Dr. Dorinela Zaboș Timișoara
“Cuza Vodă” Maternity Iaşi
Audiology and Vestibulogy Rehabilitation Hospital  
Iaşi

Local authorities

School Inspectorates:  Bucharest, Bihor, Timiș, Iași, 
Galați, Arad, Buzău, Vrancea
Townhall, Sector 6 București
Timiș, Iași, Galați, Arad, Buzău, Vrancea County 
Council
General Department for Social Work and Child 
Protection Sectors 1,3 Bucharest, Bihor, Timiș and 
Iasi
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Get involved with Sense!

You, personally

Run for us

Swim for us

Redirect 2% from 
your income tax

Donate your birthday

Donate online

You, company

Redirect 20% of your profit tax

Advice your team to get involved in our projects, as volunteers

Donate products/services

Invite us at your events, to talk about what we do

Tell your friends about us

Cost Related Marketing:add 1 RON at every product you sale -
Let's be creative together!

Co-branding

close your eyes

cover your ears

open your heart!
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Promoting your company on our website

Promoting our projects on our communication channels

Blog articles

Newsletter with the name of your company

Mentioning you in our annual report

What we have in common
The desire to implement projects together

Social involvement and commitment

Changing the society around us

Responsability 

How we thank you? 

Our bank identification data:
Beneficiary: Sense Internațional (România)
Address: Bd. Timișoara nr. 27, bl.D, sc.B, ap.23, sector 6, Bucharest
Fiscal Code: 13833304
RO21 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0004 (RON), RO48 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0003 (EUR)
Ro75 RNCB 0077 0502 3229 0002 (GBP)
The accounts are opened with BCR Sector 6, Bucharest.
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The team

Cristiana Salomie, Director
csalomie@senseint.org.ro
Mobile: 0745094086

Etelka Czondi, Programmes and 
Communication Coordinator
eczondi@senseint.org.ro
Mobile: 0741074044

Ramona Antonie, Psychologist - HR 
Coordinator
rantonie@senseint.org.ro 
Mobile:0721090224

George Salomie, Finance Coordinator
gsal@senseint.org.ro
Mobile:0745062239

Daniela Butuc, Accountant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Adamescu Vasile
Cioiu-Vlădescu Dumitru
Ciulei Adina
Thornberry James
Vadera Madhavi

Andreea Toia, Fundraiser
andreea.toia@senseint.org.ro
Mobile: 0758437788





Sense Internaţional Romania
Bd. Timişoara, nr. 27, Bl. D, sc. B, ap. 23

Sector 6, 061307, Bucharest
Ph/Fax: 021 413 90 40

Ph: 0311 075 236
www.surdocecitate.ro

www.facebook.com/SenseInternationalRomania


