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ABOUT SENSE INTERNATIONAL ROMANIA 

Sense International Romania – SIR – was established in 2001. Back then, there were no services for people with 
deafblindness and no word in the Romanian language for deafblindness. In fact, according to public authorities, 
there were no people with deafblindness in Romania. 

The journey of the organisation over the past 18 years 
focused on developing and improving health, education and 
vocational services for children and young people with 
deafblindness and multisensory impairments.  

Through our lobby and advocacy efforts, deafblindness was 
recognised by the Romanian legislation as a distinct disability 
in 2006 and numerous other pieces of legislation include 
provisions around deafblindness.  

Through awareness campaigns involving celebrities, more and more people became aware of deafblindness and 
the specific needs and challenges that people with deafblindness face in communication, orientation, mobility 
and access to information. 

EARLY INTERVENTION  

Between 2007-2017, SIR implemented the Early Intervention project. In partnerships with schools, maternities 
and authorities, four early intervention support centres were established to provide specific therapies for babies 
and small children born with sensory impairments.  

When the project ended, in 2017, the main accomplishments included: 

• 234 children in 4 early intervention support centres 
• 103.581 newborns screened for hearing impairments 
• 17.049 children tested for visual impairments 
• 424 parents and family members informed and counselled 
• 25 specialists in education, health and social services trained and involved in the project. 
• Curriculum for Early Intervention approved by the Romanian legislation 
• Research Report on early intervention for children with multisensory impairments, 2007 – 2014, best 

practice model. 

In 2019, early intervention services continue being delivered in all four centres. According to the specialists 
involved in this programmes, there are currently 90 babies benefitting from therapies in Bucharest, Oradea, 
Timisoara and Iasi.  

Newborn babies and small children with hearing and/or visual 
impairments benefit from diagnosis, rehabilitation and early 
intervention, with the support of multidisciplinary teams 
consisting of medical professionals, special education teachers, 
psychologists and parents. Services offered in the Early 
Intervention Support Centres include multisensory stimulation, 
functional visual training, perceptive-hearing education, speech 
therapy, physiotherapy, information, support and counselling for 
parents. 

In 2019, The European Association of Service Providers for People with Disabilities selected the project among 
10 best practice examples in the area of early intervention in Europe. 
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EDUCATION  

Between 2001 – 2015, SIR ran the Education programme, on the basis of a Partnership Agreement with the 
Ministry of National Education, with more than 20 schools and universities throughout the country, aiming at 
ensuring that children with deafblindness and multisensory impairments access high quality education services. 

When the project ended, in 2015, the main accomplishments included: 

• High quality education for over 500 children with 
deafblindness in Romania. 

• 21 special schools din 11 Romanian towns offer 
educational services for children with deafblindness and 
multisensory impairments. 

• Over 250 special education teachers trained in 
deafblindness. 

• A team of 10 national trainers in the field of 
deafblindness. 

• Curriculum for the Education of Children with Multisensory 
Impairments  

 
In 2009, the education project received the ERSTE Award for Social Integration and the Practitioners’ Award.  

In 2019, SIR continues to run activities for children with deafblindness from all 21 partner schools. Every year, 
hundreds of children, parents and teachers attend and organise various activities involving sports, theatre, arts 
and crafts, hikes and trips in June, for the International Helen Keller celebration and in December, for the 
International Day of People with Disabilities. There are currently over 350 children with deafblindness educated 
in classes equipped by SIR over the years, taught by teachers trained by SIR over the years.  
 
Every year, children and young people attend orientation and mobility camps where they acquire knowledge 
and skills for independent living. 
 

VOCATIONAL SERVICES 

Between 2012-2017, responding to the concerns coming from 
parents and teachers regarding the future of children after 
graduating school, SIR implemented the vocational project, 
setting up vocational workshops where young people learn a 
trade that allows them to find employment after graduation and 
live an independent life.  

To date, the main accomplishments include: 

• 8 vocational centres (6 typographies, 1 greenhouse and 
1 marzipan laboratory) 

• 243 young people with deafblindness and multisensory impairments learn a marketable trade 
• 63 vocational teachers trained in the field of deafblindness 
• 2 partner schools provide state authorised courses in the field of digital typography 

 
In 2019, seven years after the project started, the very first group of 15 young graduates finished their 
authorised typography courses and are certified typographers. Of these, 7 young people are already employed 
as typographers. 
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AWARENESS AND COMMUNICATION 

None of the programmes described above would have been 
possible without the official recognition of deafblindness as a 
distinct disability. Thus, after numerous lobby and advocacy 
efforts and activities, deafblindness was recognised as a 
distinct disability in 2006.  

Benefitting from a tremendous support from Mr. Vasile 
Adamescu (05.09.1944-06.12.2018), a person with 
deafblindness, artist, writer, sculptor, promoter of the rights of 
people with deafblindness, member on the board of Sense 
International Romania, SIR organized the SENSABILITATE 

Caravane, travelling thousands of miles around Romania with the Sensory Tent and inviting the general public to 
experience deafblindness having their eyes and ears covered inside a black tent equipped with various sensory 
stimulation materials. 

More recently, SIR ran the campaign Close your eyes, cover 
your ears, open your soul! where 22 famous Romanian sports 
champions covered their eyes and ears, delivering a message 
around deafblindness: I, born for sports, take into account the 
fact that beyond the sports community that I am part of, there 
are people with deafblindness, who can neither see nor hear 
about my performance. Yet, through my gesture, I bring light 
and sound into their life. Close your eyes, cover your ears, open 
your soul! 

SIR also developed www.sensabilitate.ro, the first and only website in Romania which is accessible for people 
with sensory impairments, a key resource for people with deafblindness, parents and specialists, with a unique 
online freely accessible library. The project received an award at the Civil Society gala in 2018. 

MADALINA 

Madalina is a 21 years old university student, studying 
Special Education Babes Bolyai University from Cluj 
Napoca Romania. She graduated highschool in Focsani, a 
school where SIR developed a vocational centre where 
young people with deafblindness learn to become digital 
typographers. She actively attended all activities 
organized by SIR on numerous occasions: orientation and 
mobility camps, first as a participant but later on as a 
volunteer and sign language interpreter, various 
workshops on special occasions such as the Helen Keller 

week, awareness events such as the visit to the Romanian Parliament with the sensory tent, attending training 
courses on advocacy and leadership. 

I will begin by expressing my gratitude for the experience that I have had throughout highschool, and the 
experience I will continue to have at university, together with the Sense family. Words are most definitely not 
enough to authentically describe what I have lived and what I have learned.  
Deafblindness was an abstract word for me, as it is for many people to whom I mention this word. What does 
it mean? Double sensory impairments. An example? Myself. This is how I started down the road that was 
meant for me, and it was not by accident. 
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

Over the next 3 years, SIR will continue the work to improve the life of children and young people with 
deafblindness and multisensory impairments, with focus on the following areas: 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND EARLY INTERVENTION 

 We will make sure that the existing early intervention and education services for children with 
deafblindness and multisensory impairments continue to be delivered by the state. 

 We will bring the education of children with deafblindness into the 21st century by developing adapted 
software educational material to be used in the early intervention and education process. 

 We will create links between mainstream and special education, to ensure the social inclusion of 
children with deafblindness and multisensory impairments.   

DEAFBLINDNESS NETWORK 

 We will develop a network of young people with deafblindness and multisensory impairments, 
providing them with lobby, advocacy and leadership skills, so that their voice can be heard. 

 We will strengthen the existing network of specialists in various fields: health, education and social 
services -working with children and young people with deafblindness. 

PROMOTING THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WITH DEAFBLINDNESS 

 We will actively participate in networks and coalitions and continue to partner state institutions to make 
sure that the rights of people with deafblindness are respected and put into practice 

 We will take the necessary steps to develop the guide-interpreter profession in Romania for the benefit 
of people with deafblindness. 
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